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Lance Compa teaches U.S. labor law and international labor rights. Before joining 
the Cornell faculty in 1997, Compa directed labor law research at the NAFTA 
Commission for Labor Cooperation. Prior to his 1995 appointment to the 
commission, Compa taught labor law, employment law, and international labor 
rights as a Visiting Lecturer at Yale Law School and the Yale School of 
Management. He also practiced international labor law for unions and human 
rights organizations in Washington, D.C. 
 
Professor Compa has written three reports for Human Rights Watch on workers’ 
rights in the United States under international labor law standards. He has also 
conducted workers’ rights investigations and reports on Cambodia, Chile, China, 
Haiti, Guatemala, Mexico, Sri Lanka. Professor Compa worked for many years as 
a trade union organizer and negotiator for the United Electrical Workers (UE) and 
the Newspaper Guild. Compa graduated from Fordham University and Yale Law 
School, and is a member of the Massachusetts Bar. He also studied abroad at the 
Institut d’Études Politiques in Paris, France and at the Universidad de Chile in 
Santiago, Chile. 

This	  event	  is	  free	  and	  open	  to	  the	  public.	   

* Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to attend all University of Iowa-sponsored 
events. If you are a person with a disability who requires an accommodation in order to 
participate in this program, please contact the Public Policy Center by calling 319-335-6800 
or e-mail peter-damiano@uiowa.edu. 
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