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In 2011-201&e PPC continued its e orts to engage the public with a number of successful
Forkenbrock Series on Public Policy events, including lectures by Robert Reich and Frances Moore
Lappé, and the launch of the brown bag “Lunch and Learn” series designed to allow University of
lowa faculty to share their expertise on critical issues with lowa State Legislators who will be

making decisions about issues during each session. PPC Director Peter Damiano was a sought-a er
speaker for his expertise on issues surrounding the passage of the A ordable Care Act, and Human
Factors and Vehicle Safety Director Daniel McGehee continued to attract funding and media atten-
tion for his work using event-triggered vehicle technology to increase the safety of teen drivers. In
Transportation, the Final Report for the National Evaluation of a Mileage Fee System, a $16 million
study, was released by the USDOT to the House of Representatives.

The 2011-2012 academic year was a very productive one for the faculty, sta and students at the PPC.

39 grants through the Public Policy Center
totaling $9,759,424

In addition, $2,839,622 in grant funds is
pending and soon to be awarded

53 journal articles, monographs, research
abstracts, conference proceedings papers,
and book chapters, including:

- 29 journal articles

- 11 research reports or monographs

- 3 book chapters

- 5 research abstracts

- 5 conference proceedings

Convened 2 national symposia for the
Forkenbrock Series: “Con ict and Civility in
Political Discourse: Where Is the Line?” and
“The A ordable Care Act: Is It Constitutional?”

Organized a major international conference,
“Driving Assessment 2011: The 6th
International Symposium on Human Factors in
Driver Assessment, Training and Vehicle
Design” in Squaw Valley, California

Collaborated with the Ul History department
on the class “Policy Matters: Scholarly and
Practical Perspectives on Contemporary
Problems.” Speakers included Common Cause
President Bob Edgar, Tulane Professor and
judicial expert Sally Kenney, and IDPH
Director Mariannette Miller-Meeks.

The Housing and Land Use program began

a Midwest Housing Initiative, in collaboration
with the University of Kansas, the University of
Minnesota, and the University of lllinois-Chicago

The lowa Social Science Research Center
helped to submit 43 grant proposals for a total
of $9,906,640 (six funded, 19 pending).

In addition, the center elded eight new surveys
or research-based initiatives, and has several
more scheduled for summer and fall 2012.

Environmental Policy faculty, together with
NASA and other Ul faculty, assisted the Johnson
Co. Department of Public Health by developing
an hourly, high-resolution pollution concentra
tion forecast to predict at the block level the
spreadof particulates from the Johnson Co.

land Il re

Fred Boehmke, associate professor of political
science, nished the rst of a two-year Scholar
in Residence program at the PPC

Mentored 15 MA and 10 PhD students

Active on 12 university, 4 state, 11 national,
and 2 international committees

Added the following new a liated faculty:

- Colin Gordon, History

- Lucie Laurian, Urban and Regional Planning
- Anthony Paik, Sociology



