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Historical Population-to-Dentist Ratios, Mid-1960s and Forward 
 

This section contains county population-to-dentist ratios for a period slightly more than 50 years. 
Although sentinel years are not exactly at 10-year increments, nonetheless they provide a good 
indicator of dentist availability. Note that the years 1965, 1976, and 1986 used different resources for 
their numbers (see data sources below).  

The statewide range for population-to-dentist ratio was from 1,974:1 (1997) to 2,390:1 (1976). During 
the 20-year period for this review, the ratio has been stable, only varying from 1,974:1 (1997) to 2,069:1 
(2008), 

 

Figure 1355. Historical population-to-dentist ratios, Iowa counties, mid-1960s and forward. 

Color Population-to-Dentist ratio 
 > 5,000:1 
 4,001-5,000:1 
 3,001-4,000:1 
 2,001-3,000:1 
 < 2,000:1 

Data Sources: 
1965.  Bognanno MF, Jeffers JR, Siebert CD, eds. Health Manpower Resources: Patterns and Trends. A 
Study of Health Manpower in Iowa. Iowa City, IA: University of Iowa; 1970. 
1976.  Robbins MH, Talbott I, Dohrmann R. Iowa Health Manpower Plan: 1976-77. #77-620030. US 
Public Health Service, Department of Health, Education, and Welfare; December 1977. 
1986.  Iowa Manpower Committee, Iowa Dental Association. 
1997, 2006, and 2016. Iowa Dentist Tracking System Annual Reports. Office of Statewide Clinical 
Education Programs, Carver College of Medicine, University of Iowa.  
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